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ARTICLES 


Viſitation and Enquiry. 
Concerning M A TTERS 


Eccleſiaſtical: 


EXHIBITED 


To the Miniſters, Church-wardens , and Side-men of 
every Pariſh within the 


DIOCESE of EXETER. 


in the EPISCOPAL VISITATION | 
OF THE 


Right Reverend Father in God 


ANIHONY 


Jparrect: 


By Divine Permiſſion 


Lord Biſhop of EXETER. 


London, Printed for James Collins in Ludgate-ſtreet. 1674. 


Mannen mum: 
T he form of a Church-Wardens Oath. 


, Ou ſhall ſwear, truly and faith- - 

fully to execute the Office of 

a Church- Warden within 

your Pariſh: And according 

to the beſt of your skill and knowledge 

preſent ſuch Things and Perſons, as to 

your knowledge are 38 by the 
Laws Eccleſiaſtical of this Realm. 


So help you God, and the Contents 
of this Book. 
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ARTICLES 


Viſitation and Enquiry. 
Within the 


DIOCESE of EXETER. 
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THEWHL L 


Concerning Churches and Chappels, with the Ornaments, and 
Furniture thereunto belonging. 


TRE S your Pariſh:Church oz Chappel kept in good 
and ſufficient repair? Are the Kwfs thereof well 
covered with Lead, Tile oz Slate; the Wins 

' dows well Glazed, the Floozs well paved, the 

Ss. Seats well faſtned, and conveniently placed; 

and all things ſo decently ozdered,as becometh 

the houſe of God ? 

II. Path the Steeple oz Tower of pour Church oz Chappel, oz 
any patt thereof, been pulled down, oz any of the Lead oz Bells 
fozmerly belonging thereunto been imbezelled, ſold, oz made away ? 
In whoſe hands oz cuſtody doth the ſame, oz any part thereot, remain: 
Declare what pou know, oz have heard therein. ; 

III. Is there a Font of Stone, with a good Cover thereunto , 
ſtanding ina convenient place towards the lower part of your 
Church, foz the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm? And is there in pour 
Chancel a decent Communion Table, foz the Adminiſtration of 
the Lozds Supper; with a Carpet of Silk, Stuff, 02 fineWoollen 
Cloath; and another Covering of white and pure Linnen, to ſpzead 
thereupon? And have you a fair Commmunion-Cup oz Chalice , 
with a Cover of Silver , and one oz moze Flagons of Silver 02 


Pewter thereunto belonging? | 
A 2 Iv. Pave 
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Iv. Pave pou in pour ſaid Church, oꝛ Chappel,a convenient Seat, 
oz Pew, foz pour Miniſter to ;read Divine Service in? A Pulpit, 
with a comelp Cloth oz Cuſhion foz the ſame? A Bible of the {aft 
Tranſlation, in a large Wolume, and the Book of Common: Paper. 
both well and ſubſtantially bound? Pave peu likewiſe the Book cf 
Pomilies ſet fozth by Authozity 2 A Bock of Canons and Conſtitu - 
tions Eccleſiaſtical? anda Pzinted Table of the Degrees wherein: 
Marriage is pzohibited ? 

v. Pave pou a cemely large Surplice foz the Miniſter to wear at 
all times of his Hublick Miniſtration in the Church, pꝛovided, and: 
to be duly waſhed at the charge of pour Pariſh ? 

VI. Yave pou a Kegiſter-Book of Parchment, wherein to regi: 
fier the Names and Sitnames of all ſuch perſons as are Married, 
Ch2iſtened, oz Buried, within pour Pari ſb, together with the games 
and Sirnames of both the Parents of the Childzen ſo Chziftened, 
erpzeſsing the Dap, Month, and Pear of all ſuch Chziſtenings,Par: 
riagts, and Burials ? and is the tranſcript thereof pearly, within one 
Month next after the 25 of March, bzought into the Biſbops Ke- 
giſtry? 

VII. Pave you liketriſe another Book of Paper, wherein to re: 
co2d the Names and Licenſes of all ſurh Strangers as are admitted 
at any time to each in your Church oz Chappel ? As alſo a third 
Book wherein to w2ite down the Church-wardens accounts: toge- 
ther with a firong Cheſt, with Locks and Reps, wherein to keep the 
a foʒt ſaid Books, and all theafoze-mentioned Furniture, in ſafe Cu: 
ſtodp? and laſtly, babe you a Bier, with a black Pearſe⸗cloth, foz 
the Burial of the Dead. 


„ 


Concerning the Church- yard, the Houſes, Glebes, and Tithes, be- 
longing to the Church. 


I. TS pour Church-pard ſufficiently fenced with Malls, Rails, oz 

ales, and decently kept from the annopance of Swine, Pozſes, 
and other Cattel? Path any perſon encroached upon the ſame? oz 
made any doo2 into it, out of his own ground oz habitation, without 
allowance from the Dzdinary ? have anp Trees there growing been 
_ down 2 how long ſince, by whom, and to whoſe. uſeand be- 


II. Is- 
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H. 3s the Pouſe of pour Parſon, Uicar o2 Curate (with all the 
Dut-houſes thereunto belonging) kept in good and ſufficient res 
pair? Oz haveanpof the ſaid Youſes oz Dut-houſes been defaced 
02 pulled down without licenſe from tbeD2zdinary? and by whom ? 
Path any perſonencroached upon any Garden, Yard, oz Cloſe, be- 
longing to pour Parſonage oz Uicarage Pouſe? 02 cut up any Trees 
growing thereon ? oz changed oz removed the ancient Parks and 
Bounds of the ſame ? 

III. Baue pou a true and perfect Terrier of all the Glebe lands, 
Gardens, D2chards, Tenements, oz Cottages, belonging to pour 
Warſonage oz Tlicarage ? As alſo a note of ſuch Penſions, Rate: 
Tithes, and Poztions of Tithes, oz other yearlp zoſits (either 
within oz without your Pariſþ) as belong thereunto? Have any of 
the ſame been with held from your Miniſter? and by whom, as pou. 
know, o2 have heard? 

Iv. Paye any of the ancient Glebe-lands belonging to pour 
Parſonage oz Uicarage, been taken awap, oz exchanged foz other, 
without the free conſent of tbe Jncumbent, and licenſe from the D2- 
dinary ? by whom hath the ſame been made, and how manp years 
ſince? and how much is pour Parſonage oz Uicarage damnified 
— in the yearly value thereof; as pou know, believe, oz have 

ard: 


— 


— — — 
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Concerning Miniſters. 


E. K pour Piniſter defamed, oz ſuſpected to have obtained either 

1 bis Benefice oꝛ @2ders by any Simoniacal compact ? 

II. Path be been legally Induced into his Benefice. 

III. Did he within two months after his Induction, publick« 
lp in the Church, upon ſame Sunday oz Polpdap, in the time 
of Divine Service, read the 39 Articles of the Church. of Eng- 
land eftabliſbed by Authozity, and there publickly declare his aſſent. 
thereunto. 

Iv. Path he amp other Ecclefiaſtical Benefice? Js he conſtantly 
reſident upon bis Benefice among pou ? How many weeks in anp 
one pear hath be been abſent from it? 

v. Path pour Miniſter a Curate to aſsiſt him? Who is that 
Curate? Is be confozmable to the Laws and Dzders of the 


Church) 
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Church of England? and doth he ſerve in any other Church befive ; 
and what pearly ſtipend doth your Miniſter allow bim? 

VI. Moth pour Parſon, Uicar oz Curate, in reading the daily 
Pozning and Evening Service, Adminiſtratign of the boly Sa- 
craments, Ceiebzatton of Darriage, Churching of Women after 
Child-birty, Uiſiturion of rye Sick, Burial of the Dead, and 
pzonouncing Gods Commination againſt impenitent Sinners, 
uſe the fozm and wozbs preſcribed in the Book of Common: 
Paper, without any» addition, omilsion, oz alteration ot the ſame ? 
And deth he uſe all ſuci; Kites aad Ceremonies in all parts of Di⸗ 
vine Service, as are appointed in the ſaid Book, ſo far as you have 
obſerved ? 

VII. Doth pour Miniſter at the Keading oz Celebzating the Di: 
vine Dffices in your Church oz Chappel, wear the Surplice ? 

VIII. Doth he obſerve the Poly days and Faſting days,as alſo the 
'Ember-weeks, and the yearly Perambulation in Rogation-week, 
as in the Common-Pzaper⸗Bock is appointed? giving notice to 
the Pari ſbioners of every of the ſame in the Church, in the time of 
Divine Service, upon the Sunday next befoze? | 

Ix. Path dour Miniſter been licenſed to pzeach by the Biſhop ? 
At ſo, doth he then conſtantly (unleſs incaſe of Sickneſs, neceſſa- 
rp abſence, oz other reaſonable impediment ) himſelf pzeach in 
pour Church oz Chyppel, one Sermon every Sunday ? Oz if he 
be not a Licenſed Pzeacher, oz being ſo Licenſed be hindzed by 
Sickneſs, oz otherwiſe, as afozeſaid ; doth be pzocure a Sermon 
to be ſo pzeached by ſome other Miniſter, a Licenſed Pzeacher ? oz 
one of the Pomilies ſet fozth by Authozity to be there read by a 
Pꝛieſt oz Deacon? | 

X. Doth pour Miniſter diligently infiruct the Youth of your 
Pariſh in the Thurch-Catechiſm ? and doth he yzepare and pze- 
ſent them, being ſo inſtructed, to be Conſirmed by the Biſbop ?. 
And doth he endeavour to reclaim all Popiſh Kecuſants, and other 
Sectaries (it any ſuch be inhabiting within your Pariſþ) to the 
true Religion eſtabliſbed iu the Church of England, and to their 
boundenduty in obeying the Laws, and ſubmitting to the Govern: 
ment thereof ? / ; 

XI. Doth be neglect oz refuſe to vifit the Sick , oz delay. the 
Baptiſm of any Infant that is in danger of death? Js there any 
Child paft Infancy, oz other perſon of moze pears thzough pour 
Winiſters default pet remaining unbaptized in your Pariſh ? 
Doth he uſe to baptize any without Godfathers and. — 

| | ers: 
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thers? oz admit either of the Parents te be Godfather oz God- 
mother to their own Childzen? 

XII. Path he at any time (as pou know oz have heard) pꝛeached 
any Falſe, Peretical, Seditious, oz Schilmatical Doctrine, theres 
by to ſeduce the people into parties and factions, to the diſturbance, 
of the publick peace and unity of either Church oz State? 

XIII. Path be pꝛeſumed to marry any perſons in private houſes? 
o2 ſuch as, being under age, have not the conſent of their Parents? 
oz without the Banes firſt publiſhed on thzee Sandays oz Poly» 
days in the Church ? oz at any other hours than between Eight and 
Twelve inthe mozning, unleſs pe had a Licenſe oz Diſpenſation ſo 
ro do ? 

x1IV. Doth any perſon pzeach in your Pariſhas a Lecturer? Path 
he allowance from the Biſhop foz ſo doing? Doth he befoze his Le: 
cure, read Divine Service, accozding to the Bock of Commons 
pꝛaper? and is he in all reſpects confozmable to the Laws aud Dzs 
ders of the Church of England ? 

XV. Path pour Miniſter taken upon him to appoint any publick 
oz p2ivate Faſts, Pzophecyings,o2 Exerciſes, not appointed by Aus 
thozity? oz doth he, oz any other, either Piniſter oz Lay-per* 
fon, hold any Conventicles oz Meetings in private bouſes with- 
in your Pariſh, foz people of ſeveral Families to reſozt unto, 
under the pzetence of Pzeaching, Pzaping, Thankſgiving, oz 
Pumiliation, contrary to the Laws and Canons in that cafe pꝛo⸗ 
vided : 

XVI. Js your Parſon, Urcar, Curate oz Lecturer, a man of a 
ſober, unblameable, and exemplary life? Doth be familiarly con: 
verſe with ungodly, vicious and excommunicate perſons? Js hea 
frequenter of Taverns oz Ale-houſes? a common Gameſter, a 
Swearer, Kailer, oz Nuarreller 2 Doth he ſet Neighbours at vari: 
ance one with another? oz encourage them to Sutes and Cententi⸗ 
on? is he noted to be an intemperate Dzinker? oz vebemently 
ſuſpected of Incontinencie with any perſon, either within pour 
Pariſh, oz without: is bis apparel grave and decent, as the Ca- 
nons of the Church require? D2 is his Carriage and Converſation, 
in any kind whatſoever, Diſozderly oz Scandalous and unbeſeem« 
ing a Piniſter of Jeſus Chzift ? 
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Concerning the Pariſhioners. 


I. TS there in pour Pariſh any perſon a known oz reputed 
Peretick oz Scſhiſmatick ? anp Papiſt , Familiſt, Ana- 
baptiſt, Quaker, oz other Sectarp, that refuſe to come unto the 
Publick Aſſemblies, Weapers, oz Services of the Church? oz 
that makes pzofeſsion of any other Religion then what is eſtabiſh: 
ed in the Church of England, and if there be any ſuch, what are there 

Names ? 

II. Is there anp perſon in pour Pariſh that lieth under a com⸗ 
mon fame, oz vehement ſuſpicion of Adultery, Foznication oz Jn- 
ceſt ? are there any common Drunkards within your Pariſh, oz 
common Swearers, oz Blaſphemers of Gods Bame, oz any that are 
noted to be Railers, unclean oz filthp talkers, oz ſowers ef (edition, 
faction. and diſcozd amongſt their Neighbours ? | 

III. Do any of pour Pariſh upon Sundays oz Polpdaps, fol- 
low their bodily oz ozdinary labour, oz permit their Servants ſo 
todo? Are any ſþops kept open, oz wares ſold ? oz do any Uint⸗ 
ners, Inn keepers, oz other Uictualers and Sellers of Beer oz 

Ale, ſuffer any perſons to tipple oz game in their houſes upon 

thoſe days ? | 

IV. Doth every perſon inhabiting, and ſojourning within your 

Pariſh, duly reſozt unto your Churrh oz Chappel , upon everp 

Sunday and Polyday appointed foz Divine Service? Do ther 

then and there abibe quietly, with reverence, ozder, and decency, 

during all the whole time of Common-Pzayer, Pzeaching, oz o- 

ther Service of God there uſed ? and are there any among pou that 

come orilp to the Pzeaching, and not to Common-Pzayers of 
the Church? 

v. Doth everp perſon reverently uncover his head, and ſo con: 

tinue all the time of Divine Service in the Church? Do they all 
reverently kneel at the Pzayers, and ſtand up when the Creed and 

Goſpel are read, making due Keverence when the ame of our Lo2d 

Jeſus is mentioned? 

VI. Are there anp in pour Pariſh that refuſe to ſend their Inkant ; 
ehildzen to be baptized publickly in the Church, unleſs in caſe of 
urgent danger; in, which caſe the child may be baptized 

p 
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by a labful Miniſter, after the fozm and rites appointed in the Li 
turgy? Da do they ſend them from their own Miniſter to be baptr* 
zed in anp other Pariſhes, oz after other fozm then is appointed ? Þ2 
do they keep them unbaptrzed any longer time then the Church al- 
loweth? And are there any Infants, oz moze aged perſons in pour 
Parith, as pet unbaptized? 

vII. Doth every Houſbolder in pour Pari ſt, cauſe their child: en 
and ſervants to come to Church to leatn their Catechiſm, and to give 
an account thereof unto your Diniſter, as he ſþall require it of them 
openly in the Church upon Sundays and Poly-days, as in the Book 
of Common-Þ2ayer is appointed; that when thev are well inſtruct: 
ed in the ſame, they may be ronfirmed by the Biibop ? 

VIII. Js there any perſon in your Pariſb, who being ſix teen years 
of age, doth not receive the Sacrament of the Lozds Supper, at 
leaſt thee times in the year, of which Eaſter is always to be one? 
Doth any in your Pariſh refuſe to receive the ſame, kneeling, oꝛ from 
the hands of your own Diniſter, repairing foz it to other Pariſbes 
and Miniſters abzoad? D2 are there any ſtrangers, not of pour 
Pariſh, that fozſake their own Churches, and uſually repair to 
pours foz it? 

IX. Pave pou any among pou that be denounced and declared ex- 
communicate foz anp crime committed? how long have they been 
ſo excommunicated ? and do any of pour Pariſh keep ſociety with 
them befoze they be reconciled to the Church, and abſolved ? 

x. Are there anyliving in pour Pariſh as Man and Wife who are 
within the degrees p2obibited ? D2 any that being lawfully divozced 
bave Married again? Oz anp that being lawfully married, and not 
ſeparafed, 02 divozced by courſe of Law, de not cohabit together? 

XI. Are there any married-women in your Pariſt, who, after 
their delivery from the peril of Thild-birth, refuſe to make their 
publick thankſgiving to God in the Church? And tohen they come 

lo to do, do they come decently apparelled, and make their offerings 
acco2ding to cuſtom ? | 

x11. Are there any belonging to your Pariſh who refuſe to pay 
their duty for Eaſter-Offerings to pour Miniſter ? D2 anp that refuſe 
to contribute and pay the Kate aſſeſſed upon them foz the repatr of 
pour Church oz Chappel, and foz the pzoviding of ſuch Books, Fur- 
niture, and D2naments,as be requiſite foz the perfozmance of all Di⸗ 
vine Dffices there? Pave pou a Rate confirmed by your @2dinary. 

XIII. Do am refuſe to burp their dead, according to the Rites 
of the Church of England ? and _ there any Mills oz Teſtaments 
cf 
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of perſons dead in your Pariſh that be pet unproved ? Oz any 

Goods adminiſtred, without a due grant from the D2dinary? Did 
any, dying in your Pariſh, oz elſewyere, leave any Legacy to pour 
Church oz Chappel ? what were thoſe Legacies, and how have 
they been beſtowed ? 

XIV. Is there any ſtrife and contention among any of pour Þa: 
riſh foz their en s oz Seats in pour Church? Pave any new eus 
ben erected in your Chancel, oz in the Body of your Church oz Chap: 
pel, without leave from the D2dinary ? 


FIT. u. 


Concerning Pariſh-Clerks and Sextons. 


I. Ave you belonging to pour Church oz Chappelrp a Pariſh: 

Clerk. aged 21 rears at the leaſt? Js he of honeſt life and 
converſation ? and ſufficient oz able to perfozm his duty in reading, 
waiting, and ſinging ? Js he choſen by pour Miniſter, aud doth he dulp 
attend him in all Divine Services at the Church? Are his wages 
duly paid unto him? o2 who withholdeth the ſame from him? 

II. Doth he, oz pour Sexton (if there be any ſuch appointed in 
your Pariſh) diligently look to pour dco2s of pour Church, that 
thep be locked and opened at due time* And doth he keep your 
Church oz Chappel clean from Duſt, Cobwebs, and other annop⸗ 
ance ? Doth he Toll oz King the Bells at the due accuſtsmed hours 
befoze the beginning of Divine Service, Yozning and Evening, that 
the people may be warned to come unto the Church? And when anp 
perſon is paſsing out of this life, doth be, upon notice giveu him 
thereof, toll a Bell, as hath been accuſtomed, that the Neighbours 
map thereby be warned to recommend the dying perſon to the Gzace 
and Favonr of God? 
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Concerning Hoſpitals, Schools, School-maſters, Phyficiaps, Chirur- 
geons, and Midwives. 


I. TS there in pour Pariſh, any Poſpital, Alms-houſe, or Free- 
School, not of the Kings Foundation oz Patronage 8 
as 
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was fhe Founder, oz is now the Patron thereof? And what is the 
pearly Revenue, oz Stipend, belonging to the Governozs oz Paſters 
of the ſame? Js the ſame o2dered and governed in everp reſpectas it 

ought to be? And are the Kevenues thereof rightly emploped,accozd- 

ing to the intention of ths Founder, and of ſuch grants and ozdi⸗ 

nances as have been made concerning the ſame? 

II. Dorh anp man keep a publick oz pzivate School in your Pa · 
riſh, who is not allowed thereunto by the Þzdinary > Doth pour 
School:maſter teach bis Scholars the Catechiſm of Religion ſet 
fozth by Autbozity ? Doth he cauſe them upon Hundars and Polp⸗ 
days o2derlp to repair to pour Church oz Chappel ? and ſee that they 
behave themſelves there quietly and reverently, during the time of 
Divine Serviceand Sermon ? | 

III. Doth any man in your Pariſh pzactiſe Pbyſick, oz Chirurz 
gery, oz any Woman take upon her to exerciſe the Dffice of a Pid: 
wife, without approbation and licenſe from the Dzdinaryp ? 


— — 


— — 


II. VIE 


Queries to be put to the Miniſter, concerning the Church-wardens 
and Side · men. 


J. Ke the Church-wardens of your Pariſbpearly and duly cho- 
ſen by the jopnt conſent of the Miniſter and Pariſhioners , 
oʒ one of them by the Piniſter, and the other by the Pariſbicners ? 

H. Pave the fozmer and laſt Chuzch- wardeus given up their due 
Accompts to the Pariſb, and delivered up to the ſucceeding Church» 
wardens the monies remaining in their hands, together with all c- 
ther things belonging to pour Church oz Chapel. 

III. Do the Church- wardens and Side men tat e diligent care, and 
ſee who of the Pariſpioners be abſent frem the Divine Service and 
Sermon in pour Thurch oz Chappel upon Sundays and Polp days? 
and if they find any of them to have abſented themſelves without a 
ſufficient cauſe, do they by warrant from ſome of the Juſtices of 
Peace levy of them, by wap of diſtreſs upon their goods, the ſum of 12 
pence foz every ſuch dap of their abſence, accoʒding to the Act of Par: 
liament in that caſe pꝛovided? And do they diſtribute che ſeveral ſums 
ſo levied. among the pooz of pour Pariſh, according to the Law? 

VI. Do they pzeſent them that come late to Church after Divine 
Service is begun, 02 depart befoze it be ended? Do thep ſuffer none 
fo 
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to ſtand idle, d2 talk together in the Church · poꝛch, 02 to walk inthe 
Church oz Church-pard, during the time of Papers, each ing. oꝛ 
other Sacred Dffices ? 

v. Do thep ſuffer no miſ-behaviour oz diſozder to be done by men, 
women, oz ſerbants, o2 childzen in your Church oz Cpappel? Are 
they careful that none of them fit, lean, oz lap their Pats upon the 
Communiou-Table? Do they permit no Minſtrels, no DPorris- 
dancers, no Dogs, Pawks, oz Bounds, to be bzought oz come into 
pour Church, to the diſturbance of the Congregation. 

VI, Do thepagainft every Communion appointed in your Church 
v2 Chappel, pꝛobide a ſufficient quantity of fine white Bzead, and of 
good Wine, accozding to the number of Communicants ? 

VII. Do thep cauſe all Srangers that pzeach in your Church oz 
Chappel to ſuvſcribe their a mes the ſame day in a Book p2ovided 
foz that purpoſe, together with the name of the Biſhop that licenſed 
them to pzeach in this Dioceſs? a do they permit ns other to pzeach ? 

VIII. Pave they (the Church⸗wardens and Side men) now worn 
to give in a true anſwer, unto all theſe Articles of Enquirp in all 
their ſeveral Titles, taken ſufficient time to dzaw up their Pzeſent- 
ments, and therein conſulted with pou their Piniſter foz pour faith+ 
ful a ſsiſtance · | 


FR know you aſſuredly, that as the true diſcharge of your Office 
is the chief means hereby publick Diſorders, Sins, and Offences 
in your Pariſh may be reformed and puniſhed : So if you wilfully re- 
fuſe to preſent ſuch crimes and faults as either you know to have been 
committed, or other wiſt have heard of by publick fame; That, in ſuch 
caſes, the Ordinary and his Officers are to proceed againſt you in their 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, as in caſes of wilful Omiſſion and Perjury. 


ANTHONT EXXON. 


TIE Minifters of every Pariſh are deſired to give in the names of 

ſuch of the younger ſort in their ſeveral Pariſhes, as they judge 
fit to receive Confirmation from the Biſhop, and to preſent them to 
be confirmed ; eſpecially ſuch as having competently learned their 
Catechiſm, have not yet received the Holy Communion 3 and to pre- 
ſent them to the Biſhop to be conſitmed, as there ſhall be oppor- 
tunity, 5 


